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Treating Hepatitis C Saves Lives and Money 
Hepatitis C (HCV) is an infectious disease 

raging across the US, that can be cured 

in as little as eight weeks. Experts 

recommend treating HCV as early as 

possible to avoid long-term effects.1 But 

the CDC estimates that four in ten people 

living with HCV do not know they have it.2 

While identifying and treating HCV comes 

with a cost. 
 

The cost of not treating HCV is much 

greater and is borne by individuals; 

families; Medicaid; Medicare; and 

private insurance plans. 
 

 

Because states and federal agencies lack 

 funding for testing, surveillance, and treatment, 

 too many people are not treated, leading to: 

• Worse health outcomes 

• Increased transmission and spread of HCV 

• Additional costs to treat conditions caused by or exacerbated by long-term HCV3 
 

Significant savings would be generated through increased investment in HCV outreach, 

screening, and treatment: 

• Private Insurance: $10-14 billion over 20 years4 

• Medicare: $4-12 billion over 20 years5 

• Medicaid: $3.8 billion over enrollees’ lifetime6 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS AND HEALTH RISKS CREATED BY NOT TREATING HCV 

 Chronic Disease Increased Likelihood Annual Cost/Person 

Liver Cancer         17.0x 7 $   60,863    8
 

Liver Failure  6.6x 9 $ 575,000   10
 

Renal Failure  2.9x 9 $   76,059  *11
 

COPD  2.4x 9 $     9,800 **12
 

Mood & Anxiety Conditions  2.2x 9 $     6,475 **13
 

Rheumatoid Arthritis  2.0x 14 $   36,053   15
 

Type 2 Diabetes  1.3x 9 $     9,601   16
 

Asthma  1.3x 9 $     3,226   17
 

 

*Medicare’s average per patient cost 

**Includes extra medical costs for comorbidities exacerbated by the condition 

 

Cost to cure based on publicly available data of the 
price paid by Department of Defense, Department 
of Veteran Affairs, Coast Guard, and the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs. Medicaid, Medicare, and private 
insurers can acquire even lower prices through 

discounts and rebates. 
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